IMMANUEL NOBEL JUNIOR
His wife died seventeen years later, at the age of eighty-six. She
lived as simply as while her husband was alive, but through the
efforts of her sons she had become rich, and left property worth over
840,000 kronen, the greater part of which consisted of deposits in
no less than ten separate banks. She still possessed the twenty-five
shares in the nitro-glycerine company, and these were worth eight
times as much as when Immanuel Nobel was alive. The interval
between her husband's death and her own covers the great period
of her sons as inventors and manufacturers.
A description of Immanuel Nobel's life cannot be more aptly
concluded than by quoting the last letter that he wrote to his son
Alfred, He could not hold the pen himself: he dictated the letter
and endeavoured to sign his name.
" Stockholm and Heleneborg, 26th December, 1871.
" our dear alfred,
" We got your dear telegram just as we were going to drink our
morning tea, and our good Liedbeck brought us all your surprise
sweets at five o'clock on Christmas Eve, which -was enlivened by a
visit from old Ahlsell—who had not been to see us since my birth-
day—to the great joy of your dear good mother, who was partic-
ularly pleased because you remembered not only Pauline and the
children, but also, to her still greater joy, Lotte Henne and her
children,
" I have now almost completed my New Year's gift for the
defence of old Mother Svea in her present defenceless condition,
and may hand it in as a humble New Year's offering at the beginning
of the year,* We shall see what the fellows in the Reichstag say to
it. Your old parents send you a hearty embrace as your last in
this year, and rejoice that they have such sons, that bring us always
happiness and never sorrow/'
* Probably a simple kind of machine-gun* Mother Svea is a common synonym for
Sweden,
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